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years in . a l l .  f ii8l%eh below hare before 

I aame hara. 1 do not exaatly think that 

the flsh have been aa-t afY fir you trrke 

it in 1581 them wae big trap (pound) net 

w 
a 

fishiw In t h i a  bay md It dropped o f f  a l l  

at m e a ,  and X e1rayr thought theue m i l l a  



have not fiahed out of hffra but about 6 OF 7 

sea8onu. lrnd there ware a8 many m i l l e  here 
e 

then 88  now. The mwt of the miUr throw 

their a8wdust into the water. They would 

throw i t  in the river and the aurrent would 

earry i t  out into the lake.  There is a 

mill UP at x m u e  1 ~ 1 m a  and i t  is ioaatea 

right on the shore and everything w e n t  into 

the lake.  And when the raft towing imne on 

I think that hurt the f l sh  mom than any- 
/' 

thing else on this shlllpe, for whenever we 

get a blax XB get lots  8nd l o t r  of bar]t fram 

the 881 loge O f  the mf'tm. Tfi8 SleWdUCt 

WL 

5;-.'wV 
will float for perhaps 2 w e k a  ma then it 

w i l l  aink. We netrep notiae i t ,  .I rrrdtust 

i e  something that w i l l  nat dm80 up fn the 

nets,' I presume t h h  bay is pretty near 

f u l l  of sawdust on the Battorn, but you +fU. 

not notie8 it in gill note, bat the ba* 
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w i l l  catch i n  the nets and hold. I have 

had t o  t h row nets away they were so Pal1 of‘ 

bark. T h e y  have not towed any short l o p  
., 

I t o  amount t o  anything within the lest 10 

years.  Alter I mess haa towed lonp loge 

l o n p r  than that, but where t h e y  only tow 

one or two rafts R week you do not mind it 

a8 it take8 quite a while t o  G e t  the lake 

f u l l  o f  bark,  

The towing has been FoinR on now for about 

10 years. T h e y  have been towinp, loes t o  

Ray C i t y  loncer than they have here. They 

have only been -brineinE them in here sbout 2 

years .  They have been t&inr  them down to 

Tawas for about 5 years. The prating o f  

those logs  taEether will p e e l  every b i t  o f  

bark off’ them. 

k i c k  about it  in Canslcla and I guess they  are 

They are rnakinc a very b i e  

1,. 

trying to make them p e e l  their 10g8, and that 

i s  the only thing that r i l l  atop i t .  I f  
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you should obl ige  them t o  f e e l  t h e i r  logs it 

would probably be cheaper for them t o  cut 

them on t h e  o the r  side than t o  raft them. 

I l i f t e d  n e t s  last  f a l l  out on t h e  big r e e f ,  

which is about i n  t h e  midclle of  t h e  l ake ,  

and t h e r e  was 80 much bark i n  them t h a t  we 

could l i f t  them only by spreading tho:!) out 

80 t h a t  t h e  bark would mostly run out i n t o  

t h e  lake acain, but t h e  n e t s  were e n t i r e l y  

ruined. The n e t s  w i l l  never f i s h  as I;ood 

&cain a f t e r  t h e y  p t  bark i n  them. 

I do not sup~'~ose  t h e r e  is 1-4 o f  t h e  

refuse t h e r e  used t o  be eoes i n t o . t h e  water 

now. They have b U m ~ ? Y 8  and burn t h e i r  saw- 

dust and t he  slabs and edgings a re  kept on . *  

shore now. Here i n  t he  f a l l  we get  bad 

weather so t h a t  t h e r e  is a current  that  

* br incs  up slabs ahd edgings, and everything 

else i n  our c i l l  n e t s  way outside. 
c 

There i s  no daubt that t h e  f i s h  have been 
?*, -I I*- 
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aaa7lp&t off &ea. Of c~owpae WO do not catah 

many small fish fn clu~ g i l l  nbto, but the 

trap nata Bo, mere i m  no miatake but 

What it 5 8  f U 6 t  FUinhkE the Whitefish. YOU 

eatah a f lsh reiehing 1-2 Ib. or lees,  and 

if that fish 1n3 le* fbr a ample  of yarrrs 

more he would probably wet& 6 or 8 lbr .  

The only way to stop it would be t o  irrcsrea8e 

the alae of tha mesh OF oblige them t o  t h r o w  

aut t h e  mall fish. They could th row the 

8-11 f i sh  O u t  J U d  I 8  W8lZ 88 not if they 

would, bwku8e those l i t t le  f l i ih  ape not 

hams& a b i t  when they lift the nete. f do 

not know anything about trap net$, but I 

uhauld thlnY they aauM use a bigger -oh 

80 that they nauldnat alrrfeh the mall flrh. 

It would ba safer to make M arrangement 

for them not to elatah the mrl1 flah t?mn to 

have them throw them amy. 
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shoal bay north of Thunder Ray  Island, It  

w e d  t o  be the greateut w h i t e f i s h  ground we 
LJJr P* d’ 

had in  the  f a l l  in the arpawnirg time, and 
dLucL”ny 

there have been years we, could n o t  aatoh apy 

fish there  at all, L a s t  f a l l ,  for instanaq 

t h e r e  UES no Ashiw there, but perh&ps t h h  

f a l l  there may be pood fishing there .  If 

re happen to get a Per pretty hard blows 

j u s t  before aparming time comes on and a l e -  

that  ~mund off sf the bark and a l l  the 81- 

w e  w i l l  get fish there 8ure in the spawnhg 

t i m e ,  Yoz teke some  rounds iiah w i l l  work 

on some years and 8dme year8 they w i l l  not, 

but if t h e y  h a w  a apawninff ground t h e y  go 

t o  t h &  grow3 every fall in the spannine 

time, but here they w i l l  not u n l e s s  it is 

aleeatd out. 

You take it here in the spring and you 

w i l l  get %‘hat, bark that is rotten ana a l l  

c 



.? 

it m.9 afien yo% set  them back it mhme t o  

shoot right out of thenr, md it doe8 n o t  Uo 

half' the hann it doer in the aunaner. If! 

the bark waa prevented f im g o l w  in to  the 

Lake the l ake  would e l e m  aut that bark in 

3 or 4 year's. I know that it does not 

bother us one half as muah in the spring a8 

it does in the f a l l ,  It would take t h e  

3> BanUurt quite ah few years t o  deoay, but I 

suppone it muld in the B(LPPS* of time. Rut 

There is more t o r i n g  In t h i s  lake than in 

would not be aa baa me pins.  F i n e  is the 

p r i n a i p a l  wood they raft In Lake Huron. The 

bark of the pine is the =rat bark you can 

-rc 
get.  It i s l  kind of stringy. * 

The trout haw mor8 Iln deep water than 
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Whit8fhh in dQQp W ' B t W ,  nnsd I think that i 8  

the  reaeon they have 8uWered t h e  forat ,  be- 

oau8e that is where the  dirt: iar Eltipred up, 

aftenerr and mom in rhallorr ra ter .  You 

tako it in 60 fathoms i t  take8 an awful gale 

t o  m v e  the bottm, whila In 15 (31' 20 fath- 

am8 it does nat take muah of a gal,@ t o  stir 

et up. 

If0 begin g i l l  netting about the first of 

Yamh. I set the 5th of mrch thir upring. 

We Ret  out just a8 quiob as n9 o m .  1 hatre 

worked my r a y  out here when the i o e  m e  14 

inahen thlek.  In ths sprlng  we generally 

set  in frun 25 t o  35 fathomr, and &et trout, 

and a few Whitefish, but not many. fn 2?c 

or 25 fathcrms may ~ e f  a ?ow. We w i l l  f i sh 

In t m m  25 t o  35 f"rtthons for probably 2 

month8 in the s p r l . ~ ,  a d  Chm r o  ga far the 

eUper Of the re8fB--th@ big m b f ,  aprB. they0 

are b m e  reef# Inslids Qf that, and '110 fi8h 
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then in pan 20 t o  25 fathum8 right along 

the  e d p  of the  reef. We fyuh those grounde 
T 6  

until f a l l  anfi then we &b right up on the 

) reef where ther a m  apsnning. Onae in ar 

vhile we Get a f e w  whitefimh during' thd rrmp- 
e- 

mer, but not to amount t a  anything. The 

sail boats C;e% a few inride, but we do not 

fish the inside Grounds.  In the fall we ga 

on t h e  north gram8 and -?%rrh t)lat, f f  there 

are any f i s h  in there.  Xf w@ set on the 

nor th  ground and the  flsh eOme an the spawn- 

ing ground, we *would get nothing but White- 

fish, but lrikere re f'l8h what we ea11 the? b i g  

reef there  is  nothing but trout on it .  I 

never 5 8 w  any whiteirirh on that ground, but 

they oonie on t a  spawn you eet nothing but 

I, whitaf ish. 

The s a i l  boats  asto not f l a h  on our t rounds 

as t h e y  cannot reaah them. Xn the rpring 
lbJ 
A& 
4.pyR*c 
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they general3ty go into deep water a d  get  

t rou t ,  but they 40 not fish the s(tm grOUnd8 

we do. They fso over on the nor th  ground 

i n t o  deeF water, 35 or 90 fathoms, over the 

reef, and oatah nothing but trout, but our 

p o u n d s  are too long runs for sa i l  boats t o  

eaah. L firh ri@t wlth Au Sable tug8 nlhm 

f 80 but. 

For the l a s t  5 years we haves pullea O u t  

here e;snarljllly *om Weember 20 to 24. f 

think it w811 the 23rd h a s t  f a l l ,  the f a l l  

bs f~re  I t  was the 23r8, and the fall before 

that  the 24th. 
i 

On t h e  b i g  resf we f ind the ha* d.80. 

You see t b e  B a y  City  tonfng goes right 

aerasa thf?at reef  from Frenah River to Pay 

Csty. VBI get  y t t o  Q fen 8temer alinkerr 

in our nets Evrd they glvs us canebQer&ble 

trouble.  The FSAII. boats suffer worse than 

tlo da f r o m  the alinksrr, a6 they a r e  more 
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A 2 lb. trout will t h ro@~ a ~ l l l  not 4)T 
where it would not in u pa~nr? net.  

where the afiart r i l l  pive 20 fathama and it 

is only  12 or 13 f R t ' n m a .  There are d e ~ t h e  

of 12 t o  l a  fathoms over rt auah gref%tor ex- 

tent thaa is shorn on t h e  chELrt8. In fact 

part sf tho lake, bsZng thff drallan watar 
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inaluded between the aontour liner a@ sham 

i )  
on the chart of L a b  Ruran; the main pratehea 

of the &tillow water are &awn out in the 

reef as Cemral2.y designated is tha t  shallor 

pslst in the middle of the lake, mere is a 

p l a c e  on the north Croundi vhere y o u  ltan pet 

4 fathoms of water, and they do not give F t  

an t h e  ahart .  me do not f i sh  Grayling Reef 

st a l l  in the f a l l ,  aa the  t rou t  do not seem 

-.-- t o  come on it then. 

The ahallow water trout spawn R P O U n d  

shore where t h e  aondetfanu are m i t a b l e ,  

they eet  trout. They dcrnat work in auah 
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t h e i r  PfshinC for shoal writer t r o u t  down the 

clo not 8eem to s e t  any t r o u t .  I have fished 

t h e r e  in t h e  s m e r  an3 T o t  l o t a  of t rou t ,  

but in t b e  P a l l  1 never f i shed there  for 

them. The .8FawTinc p o i n t s  are rocky f;r*ound 

most ly .  - 

The till w t s  in t h e  sprint arc used at 

down abreast of Ai1 SLble,  in depths  of 35 

fathoIiis. I ;tiavo never s t r u c k  40 fnLhons a t  

any place  insi3e t h a t  biz reef, althou& it 

is marked on t h e  cha r t  in 2 or 3 p laues ,  but 

37 ie the most I have ever found. Spring 

g i l l  ne t  f i s h i n g  i n s i d e  t h e  hfg  reef is in  

depths of 35 to 36 fa thoms,  and T have 

f f s h e b ' ~ 8  far south from here as Au Sabre. 

Vest o f  the Duck Is lands T have f ished in f30 

and 85 fathom., and ahorlsr. I bo not fijl 



up 8s far a8 Spectacle Reef. me tupra and 

ma11 boats  toeether fish t h e  whole p a m i d  

- here 

In the gill nets  with 4 5-8 inch  mesh, I[ 

(whitef ish)  smaller than 1 1-2 lb.. I i a h  

de not think our  nets  m u l d  g i l l  anythinff 

dressed. Once in 8 while we ?et smaller 

fish fn Our nets that happen to g e t  tanel& 

OF cai;yht by t h e  jaw, land we throw them over 

board. The t rou t  -soul& be about the a m 8  

size  that  we take  in the gill nets. Trout 

& md whitefish are all the Piah re pet. 

h, not Eet any catfish. Wanstfnes ahen 

P e d  off' t)l the Aeep water we oatah the long: 

j a m ,  but they' are pre t ty  mall for  our  

nets. They meem to sell fn p2aee of white- 

fish, h u t  we do not catch over 50 c)r 100 

a 

l d  deep n t  er. You take  it around the ewe73 

Iba. at a I h f - t ; .  vte ge t  the bloat  out  in 

of the rrteia where we are fiehing nor and wa 
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very seldom ?e t  zr~y  of t h e  b l o a t s .  In t h e  

t e r  we ?et them. I t h i n k  t h e  I o n ?  j aws  and 

f i n .  I 9ave seen b u t  v e r y  fen of then here 

T h e y  g e t  them up i n  ?&ke, T:ichir,an. Ve 

never xsed to r;et them here u n t i l  l a t e  

Lincoln pot up some fine tn-ine n e t s  w i t h  

emall m e s h .  1:is twine is 2 cord. You 

t a k e  i t  for  i n s t ance  on this south Sround 

we F;et a run of p r e t t y  s r r i r t l l  t r o u t  sicme- 

times md h i s  ne t s  waul& f i s h  better. You 

t a k a  ft on this bic reef  where we catch 

a l l  b i g  fish, wPefchSnp fi-m 5 t o  8 lbs. b8 

c. - (I rule. 

T t  woificl not bo much troablar t o  take the 
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them, >ut we voollld clsvo t o  have an extra 

man t o  d o  I t ,  "hen we f i s h  that big reef 

%e Get 30 rrxch hntleyomb roek that  I t  keeps 

our men busy. 

Bo not ce t  so mdch o f  that mek,but if we 

have a blow we 30. Ry having an extra m a n  

ve could scve the spawn aZ1 right. Hem 

the -e 16 no spawn wad sd and nCIV.f has bsm 

s ince  I have been an the tug. The hatch- 

eries save& every s ~ a w n  there was t o  8%Vd, 

bo%h whi te f i sh  and trout. I %hi& it would 

h e l p  fishiang very mu& an8 I tpo not see nhy 

any man who i s  interested in ii8Mng aould 

not do it, as he aurght t o  be interecrtdl in 

it. 'Cf I was running .i rig for myos l f  or 

anyone else I would w a n t  to (lee the f'irrhi- 

Tf we have nice weather we 

keep up. aut Of the &#Ail b08t fidhgll8ll(bn 

there are not many who would as t M y  a m  

s irp1y lnokinc out f o r  their Wy5.8. 
--"- 

I hardly think a 3 Ib. fish w.buld par* 
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through 8 3 1-2 inch pound net  meah. You 

t a k e  that twine and drttr it, and it i r  heavy 

twtne myhow, and? it atay8 there j u s t  l i k e  

a wire net, and thtit twins ri l l  not ahapa 

t o  the f i a h ,  as  it is very stiff, while our 

taine w i l l  and t h e  fish w i l l  g e t  through a 

3 1-2 g i l l  net meeh that WWldnOt g e t  

throwh a 3 1-2 inch trap net meBh, and we 

can cateh as small 88 11-2 lb, f i sh  dressed 

I aaught a t rou t  here last axmner tkldlt 

W e i g ? l &  55 lb0. dre88Od. - 
Id  We do not r e t  many 8isaarr@t here, but 

once in a while get one. cut more of $hem 

x p  in Lake Superior. 

f ish.  f f i s h  sometines in 75 feet of wa- 

They are 811 8rful fat 

ter ,  and ve get ci kind of pot-guttsd t r o u t  

and poor q u a l i t y .  They -8 not 810 vWY 



a*cs of these reefs.  They a r e  PI niae 

soma hard f i sh  ttprd keep goad. 
;?) 

I anufc; r_ot9 f i s h  in any deepsr than 35 

fnShoms of water for t r o u t .  For whitef‘iah 
- = -  w 

7 . q  

~ o u l i l  p’o 3 n t 0  25 fftet, whiah it4 about Lz6 

deep water  ae  w e  cen catoh whitefish in in 

thew1 ashore, w e  could nut sell them. 

me f:et more t r o u t  during November than 

any o t h e r  one month. It is about th% bert 

mozth in t h e  t11~son for trout w i t h  gill 

ne te ,  but we F e t  p o d  fishing in Marah and 

be a hardship ant1 it would k i U  t h i s  big 

reef p o u n d  cer tain.  Rut if it incrrea88h 
@# 31F 

the q u m t i t y  of fish 811) that we o a u M  aatah 

ti lerger mount  at other timss of the ye- 



concerned, I would not care if they did not 

f i sh  in Eovw$>er, f o r  fishing that big r e e f  

in tho f a l l  is a Bread to m o s t  of the fiah- 

t3rrr,.cn, It c e n u i n l y  would help the f'ishirq? 

t o  have a c lose  season in Nooanber. The 

he tchery  x w u l d  have to ham MnnebDdy fish 

these s;:a*minG grounds then t o  mzpply thear. 

T:j.!7erc has Soen o n l y  2 tugs  fishing out of' 
- 

here until Lincoln si;arted in and the hatch- 

ery has hm.r;led all the spawn they 8oUlclT get 

as  he would not l i v e  a1 a malo, and white- 

f i s h  are worse s t i l l ,  If ycru a u l d  take 

t h e  t r c u t  in pow13 nets and take than O u t  

an& s t r i p  than t h e y  would probably be in au 

Eood condition as t,Wy ever were. 
-----I 

In Novm3er here we g a t  the nr0gt a* OUT 
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c lose  s e e s m  f o r  trout a l l  tt;‘rough October 

md ?:ot-mber fbr the clifferent l o a a l i t i e s  

W O I L I $  here. ?ou can ca tch  these f i sh  in 

July an3 lqupust, m d  that  spawn has not eome 

Batch f h ~ t  f i s h  in the f a l l  and 8ave the 

srom you &re not wasting as many f ish RU 

you me when witchinq them in the sumec. 

Of o o w s e  we I;et lots of M s h  that the  spwm 

is not fit to s e w ,  but it ia l o s t  j u s t  the 

a ~ l y  vou 60 not  ccst quite as many of them. 

or ever WBR. It is sort of 01 shoal apot 

rtrd i t  i a  an out of the way plaae and ne 



nilfs z’,Pounr! it. - 
There m s t  be 8 downward oiu’rant in thfa 

lp_ke, when we ?et 9 wind from the northreat 

r e  r e t  a c -z rmt  from t h e  northwest af%er 

it SLOWS a lftsle while, m d  we w i l l  often 

s e t  n c t n  i J o  +,he northward and. mt a slack 

set  of‘ the n a s ,  hut setting t o  i;bs south- 

ward, I do not care if it is hlawinc atgah  

of wind, YO-J will hardly ever get a slack 

B e t  OP t,he n g c ; ~  an3. I do not h o w  a8 f ever 

g o t  %I slack set to the, southward. A south- 

enst, wind  ill n o t  make current enough but 

what you CR’I set acainst it. The current 

w i l l  gc~ C~OVKI 20 ?st,?iamrr at least. In Froat 

dept%s of water, of  c o u r m ,  it would he leas 

f e l t  ?.ha> im e%aflaw m % ~ ,  and t a k e  it 50 

or GO l a t l z o m  1 do ZIO?~ think they  get$ any 

current at a l l .  I 30 not eonrider thracrring 

bottles o-at is a fa ir  t e a t ,  heasuse the wfnd 

rif.1 ai‘feot it, aRd the auPPent 1s nxlrt t h e  



same st the mrfncc  a8 it i e  @own 2 or S 

feet. 
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